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2nd Annual 
B L A C K  F I L M 
F E S T I V A L august 5  7pm

Widespread hard times followed the French 
government’s devaluation of the West Afri-

can CFA franc, but 
Mambéty spun trag-
edy into comedy in 
his lyrical Le Franc. A 
broke, congoma-play-
ing shanty town musi-
cian, Marigo, imbued 
with Chaplinesque 
pathos by the comic 
actor Dieye Ma Dieye, 

relies on a lottery ticket and a lucky break 
to get his instrument out of hock. His trou-
bles don’t end after he wins, however; having 
glued the ticket to his door, he has to take 
the entire door with him to cash in, heading 
off on a mishap-ridden journey across Dakar 
that will call for every bit of his quick-thinking 
inventiveness. “Some of the most fantastic, 
magic-realist moments in African cinema… So 
surreal it creates an African sublime.”—The 
Village Voice

Sili, a 12-year-old paraplegic who walks on 
crutches, dares to break into the all-male 
world of newspaper vending in Dakar, selling 
copies of the daily newspaper Le Soleil. In 
Mambéty’s concise fable, The Little Girl Who 
Sold The Sun, the city’s central marketplace 
represents the free-market law of the jungle, 
and the resourceful, empowered Sili proves 
a moral social force capable of resisting and 
changing it, representing the aspirations of a 
more self-reliant Africa. 
Restored in 2K in 2019 by Waka Films with 
the support of the 
Institut Français 
– Cinémathèque 
Afrique and the CNC 
at Éclair Laboratories 
from the original 
negative.”Masterpiece 
of understated 
humanity.” – The New York Times

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE SAG HARBOR CINEMA

The Center is excited to begin our partnership with the Sag Harbor Cinema. Our Black Film Festival, 
which began last year, is a perfect extension of The Center’s THINKING FORWARD LECTURE SERIES. 
The festival is an opportunity to shed light on different cultures and their life experiences. It allows us to 
continue The Center’s outreach to our community. The only way that we are going to come together is to 
learn more and to spend time with each other. 

The screenings present award-winning feature films and shorts, selected by a committee representing 
both organizations as well as The Witness Project and Suffolk County Minority Health Services, that 
raise awareness about mental health and the impact of gentrification specific to black communities, while 
depicting life-affirming personal stories of hope, resilience, and overcoming adversities.

This segment of the Black Film Festival highlights the work of Senegalese filmmaker, Djibril Diop Mambéty, 
who made only two feature films — his 1973 debut, Touki Bouki, and Hyenas (1992)— before his untimely 
death, at 53. His brief, but stunning filmography also includes a handful of shorts.  

FILM SELECTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Le Franc
1994, 46 minutes, Senegal
In French with English subtitles
Director: Djibril Diop Mambéty

The Little Girl Who Sold the Sun
1999, 45 minutes, Senegal
In French with English subtitles
Director: Djibril Diop Mambéty

Sag Harbor Cinema, 90 Main Street, Sag Harbor, NY
$10 Friends of BHCCRC. 
Reserve your seat online at sagharborcinema.org/2021/07/30/mambety-x-2/


